ELIT 48B: American Literature 1865-1914

Instructor Becky Roberts

Supplemental Research Assignment
50 points. Due when your text appears in the schedule.

Requirements:

· Use one article from the Literature Resource Center on the De Anza College Library website. Go to http://www.deanza.edu/library/researchdata.html and choose “Literature Resource Center.” Do not use other websites or books.
· Don’t use a biographical article. You won’t have much to argue and question in the facts about a writer’s life. For some texts, you won’t find a perfect critical response to that exact story or excerpt. Go ahead and use a critical article about the writer or his/her work as a whole.
· Turn in a 3 page (700 word minimum) typed response to this article covering these points: 
1. Summarize the author’s argument in your own words. (200-400 words)
2. Choose one point that you think is important, surprising, strange or revealing and relate that idea to an example of your own in our reading. Explain the connection. 
3. Choose one important point that you disagree with or think the critic ignores, distorts or exaggerates. Explain why you see it that way and back up what you’re saying with evidence from the literary work. 
4. Write one discussion question related to this critic and the class reading. 
5. In class, share your question and one or two ideas from your paper. Don’t read your paper word for word.
Grading is based on article choice, clarity of writing, understanding of literary and critical texts and creative/critical thinking.  (In the list above, requirements 1-3 count for 10 points each; 4-5 are 5 points each)

· If you email me your question and idea for class 24 hours in advance of the day it’s discussed, you get 5 points added to your score. 
· If you turn in your paper after the work is discussed, you lose 5 points. I won’t accept it more than a week late.
Schedule
Three presenters per text (max)

10/2 Bradstreet (207-209, 222-230)


	
	
	


10/4 Taylor “Meditation” 22, 38, 26 (294-298) 


	
	
	


10/4 Edwards “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (430-441) 


	
	
	


10/9 Hawthorne Scarlett Letter, Ch 1-8 (476-515)



	
	
	


10/16 Scarlett Letter, Ch 9-19 (516-567)


	
	


10/18 Scarlett Letter, Ch 20-end (567-594)

	
	
	


10/25 Paine The Crisis no. 1 (vol A 647-653) 


	
	


10/25 Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (vol B 41-62) 


	
	
	


10/30 Franklin, Autobiography (vol. A 531-542)


	
	
	


10/30 Emerson “Self Reliance” (vol B 269-285)



	
	
	


11/1 Thoreau, Walden ch 2 “Where I Lived” (vol B 1023-1033) 


	
	
	


11/6 Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia (788-791) 


	
	


11/6Truth, Speech (801-2) 


	
	


11/8 Douglass Narrative ch 1-2, 6-7, 9-10 (1182-1188, 1196-1201, 1204-1227) 
	
	
	


11/13 Jacobs Incidents ch 7, 10, 14, 21 (920-921, 924-936) 


	
	
	


11/13 Fern “Aunt Hetty on Matrimony,” or Ruth Hall ch 54 (914-918) 


	
	


11/15 Poe, “The Raven,” (637-640)
	
	
	


11/15 Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher” (654-667) 


	
	
	


11/20 Poe, “The Cask of Amontillado” (714-719) 


	
	
	


11/20 Poe, “The Tell-Tale Heart” (691-695) 


	
	
	


11/27 Melville "Bartleby the Scrivener," (1483-1509) 


	
	
	


11/29 Melville Benito Cereno (1526-1571) 


	
	
	


